
                    Sun Hill Common 
     (adjacent to Sun Hill Road, Briary Lane and Bridleway 13 in Royston) 

                     Part of Therfield Heath 

  A Registered Asset of Community Value with North Herts District Council 

                     - an area for informal play and conservation,  

    managed jointly by the Community and Conservators of Therfield Heath 

   Summer Newsletter Number 2 

    Wildlife to look out for on the Common 

The Common is registered with North Herts District Council as         

an Asset of Community Value.  An area is cut regularly by the                                          

John O’Conner team to provide an informal play area and this                     

has been much used by children and families over the last year. 

Many moth and butterfly caterpillars 

feed on grasses, while adults feed 

on the nectar of wild flowers.  Some 

of the long grass margins around 

the play area will be given a hay cut 

at the end of the summer, and the 

cut material removed.  This helps 

control smothering of the flowers by 

vigorous grasses and plants such 

as nettles. Leaving some long grass 

provides overwintering places for 

invertebrates and other wildlife. 



Summer flowers and Insects 

A Roesel’s Bush-Cricket Roeseliana 

roeselii in the long grass 

Agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria 

A female Chalk-hill Blue 

butterfly Lysandra coridon  

on Common Knapweed 
(Centaurea nigra).  The      

male is silvery-blue with            

dark markings. 

Common Blue butterflies 

Polyommatus icarus mating.   Other 

grassland butterflies seen in July and 

August on Sun Hill Common include 

Brown Argus, Meadow Brown,  

Skipper species; and Cinnabar Moth 

caterpillars. 

Skipper sp. Thymelicus (Essex or Small) 



Lords and Ladies or Cuckoo Pint Arum maculatum 

is a shade loving plant native to hedgerows and 

woodlands. The berries ripen to a bright red in late 

summer and  should be left for the birds to enjoy as 

they are poisonous.   

The Woodland and Shrub Margin 

Many of the trees in the woodland area on                         

Sun Hill Common are Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus. 

The stumps and fallen branches of sycamore are 

favoured by a fungi intriguingly named                       

‘Dead Moll’s Fingers’ (Xylaria longipes). 

The different habitat areas on Sun Hill Common are all flourishing through the 

summer. The woodland edge shrub margin gets the afternoon sun and supports 

many invertebrates.   The bramble flowers are a favourite with many insects 

collecting pollen and nectar. 

The Brown-lipped snail Cepaea nemoralis, also 

known as the Banded Snail,  is found in woodland 

and grassland.  It usually prefers feeding on dead or 

dying parts of plants, so is actually a friend to the 

gardener. 

Shell pattern varies, through local adaptation to 

habitat. It is a colourful and variable snail, it can be 

yellow, pink or brown, and have up to five bands, or 

none at all ! 

Pink and brown, unbanded snails are more 

common in woodland, protecting them from 

predators such as the Song Thrush. 
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Often a closer look reveals a greater variety of species than first expected. 

A bit of detective work is needed to spot the mimics and their trickery ! 

Vestal Cuckoo Bee Bombus 

vestalis  is a common cuckoo 

bee.  It has evolved to look like 

the Buff-tailed social  bumblebee 

Bombus terrestris so that 

females can sneak into the nests 

of their close cousins and take 

them over without rousing 

suspicion. Once inside the Vestal  

Cuckoo Bee will take on the nest 

scent, kill or subdue the buff-

tailed bumblebee queen, lay her 

own eggs and use the nest,   

food stores and bumblebee 

workers to bring up her young!   

The widespread and abundant 

hoverfly species Myathropa 

florea is often described as a 

wasp mimic. Warning markings 

protect it from predators while it 

searches for nectar, suggesting it 

may sting (which it does not) and 

taste unpleasant.  This species is 

often seen visiting a wide range of 

flowers or basking along the 

bramble margin.  
 

Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

basking on bramble along the 

woodland edge. 


