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Spring Newsletter Number 1
Wildlife to look out for on the Common

Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata is common
in lightly shaded hedgerows and woodlands.
The leaves smell of garlic when crushed.
This is one of the favourite food plants for
the Orange tip butterfly caterpillar.
The Orange tip butterfly
Anthocharis cardamines
is a colourful symbol of spring time.
Only the male has orange on its wings.
The underside of male and female
wings are mottled green.

Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens
is a good nectar source for insects such as
this hoverfly.

Small White butterfly
Pieris rapae
perfectly camouflaged while
resting on bramble on the
woodland edge.

Large jawed orb web spider
(Tetragnatha sp.) and
Eupeodes luniger hoverfly at
the woodland edge.

Spring flowers are important for
nectar and pollen for insects.
Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea
forms patches in the grass.

Spot the foraging worker honey bee
approaching the dandelion with
bulging pollen baskets on its legs.

Syrphus sp. hoverfly seen on
Sun Hill Common.
Many hoverflies mimic bees and
wasps, however they do not
sting.

Although small, Sun Hill Common is home to birds, amphibians, mammals
and even reptiles. The woodland, undisturbed shrub margin and areas of
long vegetation to the side of the recreation area are being carefully
managed to protect the wildlife.
Grass areas will be cut on rotation to encourage wild flowers. In sunny
areas where the ground has been cleared it is planned to establish native
wild flowers suited to chalk soil. It is hoped that these will attract grassland
butterflies and moths and increase biodiversity.
A pair of Song Thrushes
Turdus philomelos can often be
seen searching for worms on the
short grass area, and snail shells
surround a large stone in the wood
where they are broken open to
eat – the ‘thrushes’ anvil’.
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Undisturbed areas on the Common provide
shelter for the Common Lizard Lacerta
vivipara and Common Toad Bufo bufo.
After leaving breeding ponds which they
visit in the spring, toads live in woodland,
hedgerows, gardens and tussocky
grassland. They hibernate in winter under
logs and stones. Lizards establish
territories in breeding pairs, basking in
sunshine on a stone, log or tussock of
grass to warm up, sheltering in longer
vegetation if they get too warm. Toads and
lizards feed on invertebrates including
insects, spiders, snails and earthworms.

For further information please contact sunhillcommon@btinternet.com

